Brown Thornbill

Behaviour

Forages mid- and upper strata of vegetation, infrequently coming close to the ground.
Distinguishing features

Russet / buff scalloping on forehead; dark red eye; dark streaks on grey throat/breast.
Voice

Call – soft chips; deep rolling pee-orr; fussy squeaks, churrs; deep, zizzing scolding. High-pithced see, see contact call. Song – series of whistled twitters, ending in short swirled metallic trill. Some mimicry.
Inland Thornbill
Behaviour

Forages mid- and upper strata of vegetation, infrequently coming close to the ground.
Distinguishing features

Greyer than Brown Thornbill, white scalloping on forehead, dark red eye; dark streaks on grey throat/breast.
Voice

Call – Like Brown but some say harsher. Song – series of whistled twitters, ending in short swirled metallic trill. Frequent mimicry.
Distribution

Inland Thornbills have been recorded thoughout the entire state, with the exception perhaps of the Fleurieu Peninsula/Southern Mount Lofty Ranges. Brown has been recorded below a horizontal line from Pt Wakefield to the Victorian border. 

This means there is an area of overlap below this line with the exception of the Fleurieu Peninsula/Southern Mount Lofty Ranges. 

Some of this overlap can be attributed to mis-identification. It is believed that Inland Thornbills have been misidentified as Brown Thornbills at Monarto and Ferries-McDonald CP, as well as in the Bookmark region (including Gluepot).

Both Inland and Brown Thornbills are known from the eastern shores of the Gulf in mangrove and coastal vegetation from about St Kilda northwards. Brown Thornbills appear to be confined to large Casuarinas.

Chestnut-rumped thornbill

Behaviour

They wander about much and feed at all levels of the vegeation, frequently coming to the ground.
Distinguishing features

Mouse-grey, forehead finely scalloped black & white, underparts whitish, unstreaked, contrasting chestnut rump/black tail; eye whitish.
Voice

Call – quiet, constant twitter of single and run-together chips from feeding flocks; also soft, penetrating, plaintive whistles pseee, psee; tchik tchik flight call; double churring buzzing scold. Song prolonged chirping twittering, mimicry included.

Distribution
Occurs throughout the state, with the exception of Kangaroo Island, the Yorke Peninsula, lower Eyre Peninsula and extreme SE. Numbers are hightest in the central eastern part of the state, including the Bookmark / Gluepot area, as well as the far West. 
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