| Southern
Birding
Services

Southern Birding Services
ABN 89 846 854 782

PO Box 420
Waikerie SA 5330
Ph. 0424 212889
www.sabirding.com
info@sabirding.com

The South Australian Outback: Where Birding Legends Are Made

South Australian Outback tour report 21 — 27 June 2010

Leader: Peter Waanders

Introduction

The June 2010 Southern Birding Services private Five Grasswren tour was,
according to the participants, ‘the stuff of legends’. Day after day, rarity after
rarity, in stunning scenery following excellent conditions not seen in over 20
years, it was hard to choose a single highlight of the trip —there were just too
many. A brilliantly coloured male Red-lored Whistler singing its head off in
the mallee eucalypt scrub. Two pairs of Letter-winged Kites on their nests in
the desert. Six Chestnut-breasted Whitefaces in the mild early-morning light
at some 10m distance in the scope.... A pair of Gibberbirds mating. A family
group of Cinnamon Quail-thrush quietly feeding within metres of the vehicle.
The calm waters of a large swamp, flooded for the first time in over a decade,
where the constant chatter of ibis and spoonbill rookeries provided a
background chorus to the crippling views of Grey Grasswren sitting atop
lignum bushes in the foreground. Eyrean Grasswrens running along the crest
of a wildflower-covered red sand dune in the late afternoon sunlight. A
perfect Grey Falcon on a communications tower sitting beside its nest....
Birding doesn’t get much better than this.

Daily account

In the afternoon of June 20 we drove from Adelaide to Waikerie where right
on sunset a Malleefowl came out to feed. As it got dark, a Southern Boobook
started calling, and we flushed a Spotted Nightjar in the headlights.

The next morning, June 21, was the start of the shortest day of the year. We
arrived at Birds Australia's Gluepot Reserve shortly after sunrise and in the
chilly, foggy early morning light we quickly located Chestnut Quail-thrush,
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Southern Scrubrobin and Gilbert's Whistler. We then continued to a nearby
area of spinifex-covered sand dunes where a beautiful male Red-lored
Whistler was singing at some 10 m from the delighted observers, after a
while joined by another bird. We searched various patches of spinifex for
Striated Grasswrens but didn't get more than a glimpse and a squeak. Other
good species seen here include Brown Goshawk, Mulga Parrot, Brown-
headed Honeyeater and Hooded Robin. At the end of the day we stumbled
across another Red-lored Whistler pair and nearby a flock of Miners kept us
busy trying to identify the various individuals, and eventually we had good
views of two Black-eared Miners.

June 22 started with a visit to a local Regent Parrot colony where the birds
performed on cue. We arrived in the Flinders Ranges around noon to search
for Short-tailed Grasswren, of which we located 4 individuals without too
much trouble. Afterwards while driving on a rather rocky road through
creekbeds with still some water in it we watched the endangered Yellow-
footed Rock-wallaby and just before dark a pair of Grey-fronted Honeyeaters
put in a brilliant performance. We continued on to Lyndhurst for the night.

We were already on the Strzelecki track before the sun rose on June 23 and
at our first stop in the stony desert interspersed with low hills and vegetated
creek beds we found Rufous Fieldwren singing from a bush and a pair of
Thick-billed Grasswrens posing perfectly on a dead branch. From the vehicle
we spotted a family of Cinnamon Quail-thrush which came to within metres
of the vehicle. We set off on the Strzelecki track, birding wherever there were
birds, picking up flocks of Zebra Finches, Budgerigars and Cockatiels in
many places. A secluded valley in between the white sand dunes kept us busy
for hours as we watched two pairs of Letter-winged Kite at their nest tree.

Present also were Eyrean Grasswren, Rufous Songlark, Crimson and Orange
Chat, Banded Whiteface, Brown Falcon and Black-shouldered Kite. On a
stony patch of gibber we encountered two pairs of Gibberbird. One of the
males was singing, which | have rarely heard, and they were all highly
agitated until one pair mated. At the same site were four Inland Dotterels
showing well. At Montecollina Bore things were quiet with the only notable
sightings being White-backed Swallows and one immature Nankeen Night-
heron at the bore.

The next day, June 24 we searched for Chestnut-breasted Whiteface and
found these after about half an hour. They were singing and generally
showing perfectly in the calm, sunny weather. We then set off onto the
Birdsville track. Here the Coopers Creek had flooded for the first time in 20
years and we had to cross it using the ferry which had been out of action for
the same amount of time. It got us across safely and we arrived at
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Click here for Letter-winged Kite video.
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Mungerannie after flushing another Gibberbird. At the wetland a pair of
Brolga was walking around with two young; we set off exploring a nearby
sand dune where among a large flock of Crimson and Orange Chats we found
two Banded Whitefaces. A Brown Falcon was roosting atop a dead tree as
the sun went down.

We set off very early the next morning (June 25) for a big day birding along
the Birdsville. Just after sunrise we arrived at our first stop, a flooded swamp,
where the constant chatter of ibis and spoonbill rookeries provided a
background chorus to the crippling views of Grey Grasswren sitting atop
lignum bushes in the foreground. A flock of Australian Pratincoles flew over
as a dingo was sniffing around the car, and more Budgies and Cockatiels
flew over. We were very fortunate to find a Grey Falcon sitting next to a
(its?) nest on a tower, and observed this highly sought-after, yet seldom
found, bird for a long time. On the way back to Mungerannie we checked
another sand dune and sure enough, found another Eyrean Grasswren. At one
site where there was a flowing creek with a sand dune next to it a party of
migrating White-winged Trillers had found a pleasant rest stop, along with
Rufous Songlarks, more chats and a Black Honeyeater.

June 26 was to be the last morning in the desert and checking another sand
dune we found a pair of Eyrean Grasswren showing very well perched atop a
bush while singing. It was then time to head back to "civilization", after a 1.5
hour wait at the ferry (it only takes one car at a time) which we didn't mind as
it allowed us to bird the inundated areas, where over 500 Gull-billed Terns
were foraging. More chats, Zebra Finches, Budgies and the odd Nankeen
Night-heron were found, and a curry for dinner in Pt Augusta made a
welcome change from 4 nights of meat and fries.

The last day of the tour (June 27) saw us birding around a frosty Pt Augusta
which vyielded many Redthroats, a Black-eared Cuckoo, Chirruping
Wedgebills, Little Eagle and Banded Stilt. Closer to Adelaide we finished off
the tour with close-up views of Slender-billed Thornbill. All in all, the
participants agreed that it had been a highly successful tour - birding doesn’t
get much better than this.

We travel in modern, comfortable vehicles
© P Waanders

Southern Birding Services specializes in expert bird guiding and small group birding tours in Southern Australia.

Visit www.sabirding.com for more.
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Common Name

Emu

Brown Quail

Musk Duck

Mallard

Black Swan
Australian Pelican
Australian Shelduck
Australian Wood Duck

Pinkeared Duck

Grey Teal

Hardhead

Pacific Black Duck
Hoaryheaded Grebe
Rock Dove

Spotted Dove
Common Bronzewing
Crested Pigeon
Diamond Dove
Great Cormorant
Little Pied Cormorant
Pied Cormorant
Australian Darter
Eastern Great Egret
White-necked Heron
White-faced Heron
Little Egret

Nankeen Nightderon
Royal Spoonbill
Strawnecked Ibis

Scientific Name
Dromaius novaehollandiae
Coturnix ypsilophora
Biziura lobata

Anas platyrhynchos
Cygnus atratus

Pelecanus conspicillatus
Tadorna tadornoides
Chenonetta jubata

Malacorhynchus
membranaceus

Anas gracilis

Aythya australis

Anas superciliosa
Poliocephalus poliocephalus
Columba livia
Streptopelia chinensis
Phaps chalcoptera
Ocyphaps lophotes
Geopelia cuneata
Phalacrocorax carbo
Microcarbo melanoleucos
Microcarbo varius
Anhinga novehollandiae
Ardea modesta

Ardea pacifica

Egretta novaehollandiae
Egretta garzetta
Nycticorax caledonicus
Platalea regia
Threskiornis spinicollis
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Australian White Ibis
Blackshouldered Kite
Letterrwinged Kite
Whistling Kite

Black Kite

Brown Goshawk
Spotted Harrier
Wedgetailed Eagle
Little Eagle

Nankeen Kestrel
Brown Falcon

Grey Falcon

Brolga

Purple Swamphen
Dusky Moorhen
Blacktailed Nativehen
Eurasian Coot
Blackwinged Stilt

Rednecked Avocet

Banded Stilt

Inland Dotterel
Masked Lapwing
Australian Pratincole
Caspian Tern
Gulkbilled Tern

Silver Gull

Galah
Little Corella
Sulphurcrested Cockatoo

Threskiornis molucca
Elanus axillaris
Elanus scriptus
Haliastur sphenurus
Milvus migrans
Accipiter fasciatus
Circus assimilis
Aquila audax
Hieraaetus morphnoides
Falco cenchroides
Falco berigora

Falco hypoleucos
Grus rubicunda
Porphyrio porphyrio
Gallinula tenebrosa
Tribonyx ventralis
Fulica atra
Himantopus himantopus
Recurvirostra
novaehollandiae
Cladorhynchus
leucocephalus
Charadrius australis
Vanellus miles

Stiltia isabella
Hydroprogne caspia
Gelochelidon nilotica

Chroicocephalus
novaehollandiae

Eolophus roseicapillus
Cacatua sanguinea
Cacatua galerita
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Rainbow Lorikeet

Musk Lorikeet

Regent Parrot

Crimson (Adelaide) Rosells

Crimson (Yellow) Rosella

Australian (Pt Lincoln)
Ringneck

Australian (Mallee)
Ringneck

Blue Bonnet (yellow
vented)

Redrumped Parrot
Mulga Parrot
Budgerigar

Cockatiel

Regent Parrot
Laughing Kookaburra
Redbacked Kingfisher
Sacred Kingfisher
Blackeared Cuckoo
Horsfield's Bronzeuckoo
White-browed Treecreeper
Brown Treecreeper
Splendid Fairwvren
White-winged Fairywren
Variegated Fairyren
Striated Grasswren
Shorttailed Grasswren
Thickbilled Grasswren
(eastern)

Eyrean Grasswren

Trichoglossus haematodus
Glossopsitta concinna
Polytelis anthopeplus
Platycercus (elegans) adelaidea
Platycercus (elegans)
flaveolus

Barnardius (zonarius)
zonarius

Barnardius (zonarius)
barnardi

Northiella h. haematogaster

Psephotus haematonotus
Psephotus varius
Melopsittacus undulatus
Nymphicus hollandicus
Polytelis anthopeplus
Dacelo novaeguinea
Todiramphus pyrrhopygius
Todiramphus sanctus
Chalcites osculans
Chalcites basalis
Climacteris affinis
Climacteris picumnus
Malurus splendens
Malurus leucopterus
Malurus lamberti
Amytornis striatus
Amytornis merrotsyi

Amytornis textilis modestus

Amytornis goyderi
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Grey Grasswren
Redthroat

Rufous Fieldwren

Weehill

Yellowrumped Thornbill
Chestnutrumped Thornbill
Slendesbilled Thornbill
Southern Whiteface
Chestnutbreasted
Whiteface

Banded Whiteface
Striated Pardalote
Singing Honeyeater
Yellowplumed Honeyeater
Greyfronted Honeyeater
White-plumed Honeyeater
Noisy Miner
Yellowthroated Miner
Blackeared Miner
Spinycheeked Honeyeater
Red Wattlebird

Crimson Chat

Orange Chat
White-fronted Chat
Gibberbird

Black Honeyeater
Brownheaded Honeyeater
White-browed Babbler
Chestnutcrowned Babbler
Cinnamon Quaihrush
Chestnut Quaithrush
Chirruping Wedgehbill

Amytornis barbatsu
Pyrrholaemus brunneus
Calamanthus campestris
Smicrornis brevirostris
Acanthiza chrysorrhoa
Acanthiza uropygialis
Acanthiza iredalei
Aphelocephala leucopsis

Aphelocephala pectoralis

Aphelocephala nigricincta
Pardalotus striatus
Lichenostomus virescens
Lichenostomus ornatus
Lichenostomus plumulus
Lichenostomus penicillatus
Manorina melanocephala
Manorina flavigula
Manorina melanotis
Acanthagenys rufogularis
Anthochaera carunculata
Epthianura tricolor
Epthianura aurifrons
Epthianura albifrons
Ashbyia lovensis

Sugomel niger
Melithreptus brevirostris
Pomatostomus superciliosus
Pomatostomus ruficeps
Cinclosoma cinnamomeum
Cinclosoma castanotum
Psophodes cristatus
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Varied Sittella
Blackfaced Cuckoshrike
White-winged Triller
Gilbert's Whistler
Redlored Whistler
Rufous Whistler
Golden Whistler

Grey Shrikghrush
Crested Bellbird
White-breasted
Woodswallow
Blackfaced Woodswallow
Dusky Woodswallow
Grey Butcherbird
Pied Butcherbird
Australian Magpie
Grey Currawong
Grey Fantalil

Willie Wagtail
Australian Raven
Little Raven

Little Crow
Magpielark
White-winged Chough
Jacky Winter
Redcapped Robin
Hooded Robin
Southern Scrulbobin
Australian ReedVarbler
Little Grassbird
Rufous Songlark
Brown Songlark

Daphoenositta chrysoptera
Coracina novaehollandiae
Lalage sueurii
Pachycephala inornata
Pachycephala rufogularis
Pachycephala rufiventris
Pachycephala pectoralis
Colluricincla harmonica
Oreoica gutturalis

Artamus leucorynchus

Artamus cinereus
Artamus cyanopterus
Cracticus torquatus
Cracticus nigrogularis
Cracticus tibicen
Strepera versicolor
Rhipidura albiscapa
Rhipidura leucophrys
Corvus coronoides
Corvus mellori

Corvus bennetti

Grallina cyanoleuca
Corcorax melanorhamphos
Microeca fascinans
Petroica goodenovii
Melanodryas cucullata
Drymodes brunneopygia
Acrocephalus australis
Megalurus gramineus
Cincloramphus mathewsi
Cincloramphus cruralis
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White-backed Swallow
Welcome Swallow
Fairy Martin

Tree Martin
Mistletoebird
Common Blackbitd
Common Starlirlg
Zebra Finch

House Sparrolv
Australasian Pipit

Cheramoeca leucosterna
Hirundo neoxena
Petrochelidon ariel
Petrochelidon nigricans
Dicaeum hirundinaceum
Turdus merula

Sturnus vulgaris
Taeniopygia guttata
Passer domesticus
Anthus novaeseelandiae



