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Five Grasswren 6-day birding tour ï Information Sheet 
 
This is one of Australiaôs epic birding adventures, during which we search for half of all of 
Australiaôs current Grasswren species. This fast-paced trip is not for the faint-hearted, with lots of 
walking in sometimes difficult terrain, early departures and late finishes each day, while covering 
around 3000 km in 6 days. We may encounter harsh outback conditions such as extreme heat, 
frosty mornings, torrential rain or dust-storms. The accommodation is in basic rooms often with no 
private facilities. However the rewards are some of Australiaôs hardest to find, yet most sought-after 
species: 
¶ Striated Grasswren 
¶ Short-tailed Grasswren 
¶ Thick-billed Grasswren 
¶ Eyrean Grasswren 
¶ Grey Grasswren 

 
We will travel through exceptionally remote 
country including the 2,000,000 acres of 
Bookmark Biosphere eucalypt mallee scrub- 
land, spectacular rock formations on the edge of the outback in the Flinders Ranges, the vast 
Strzelecki desert and the Bulloo or Warburton river overflows. In addition to the Grasswrens, time 
will also be spent searching for other good species such as Red-lored Whistler, Black-eared Miner, 
many Honeyeaters including Pied and Grey-fronted Honeyeater, Chestnut-breasted Whiteface, 
Chestnut and Cinnamon Quail-thrush, Crimson, Orange and Gibber Chat, Ground Cuckoo-shrike 
and many more. 
 
Departs from and returns to: Adelaide, South Australia. 
 
Scheduled departure dates for 2011:  
¶ Monday 27 June 2011 
¶ Monday 17 October 2011 
¶ Any other time as a private tour (subject to availability) 

 
Leader: Peter Waanders 
 
Costs: $3295 AUD per person including accommodation and 
all meals, based on double or twin-share occupancy. Single occupancy attracts a surcharge of 
$350. Not included: drinks & personal expenses. Earlybird discount of $195 applies for bookings 
received up to 6 months before departure date. 
 

Meeting Place: You will be picked up from your accommodation in the Adelaide city centre or 
airport. If staying elsewhere, please contact us to arrange a meeting location and time.  
 

What to bring: Please travel light. Binoculars, camera, insect repellent, sunscreen, hat, water 
bottle.  
 

Clothing: Lightweight long pants, thin long-sleeved shirt, over the top of which you can wear 
various layers that can be taken off as necessary, including a thick jumper or reasonably wind proof 
jacket.  
 
Group size: Maximum 8 participants.  
 



Itinerary  
 
Day 1. You will be picked up from your accommodation in Adelaide early 
in the morning. We will follow the coast north, where we look for the 
rosinae race of Slender-billed Thornbill and the rosina race of White-
browed Scrubwren. At Port Augusta we visit the Arid Lands Botanical 
Gardens where we will encounter our first White-winged Fairy-wren, 
Chirruping Wedgebill, Rufous Fieldwren and Redthroat. A nearby 
coastal lake usually has Banded Stilt. After traveling some 400 km we 
arrive in the Flinders Ranges, an impressive range of steep hills and 
soaring rock formations on the edge of Australiaôs outback. Here we 
search the spinifex-grass covered slopes for the elusive Short-tailed 
Grasswren, a recent split from the Striated Grasswren and one of SA's 
endemic species. On some our previous trips we have had views of this 
species too close for binocular focus! We will certainly see plenty of Red, 
Western Grey and Euro Kangaroos. Later in the afternoon we proceed 
along creekbeds and through narrow gorges cut deeply into geological 
layers that date back 800 million years. Here we search for Elegant 
Parrot and Grey-fronted Honeyeater. We visit the fossil site of the 
Ediacaran fauna, which lived a little before the great explosion of 
multicellular life at the beginning of the Cambrian Period. Here weôre 
also likely to encounter the endangered Yellow-footed Rock-wallaby. We 
will arrive at Mt Lyndhurst, on the edge of the Strzelecki desert, later in 
the day and will search for Chestnut-breasted Whiteface, another SA 
endemic, as well as Inland Dotterel, Cinnamon Quail-thrush, Chirruping 
Wedgebill and Rufous Fieldwren. We stand a good chance of finding our 
second species of Grasswren here, Thick-billed Grasswren. At sunset 
we proceed to the Lyndhurst Hotel, a typical outback pub with basic 
facilities but lots of character. Overnight Lyndhurst Hotel. 
 
Day 2. We depart around sunrise for another visit to Mt Lyndhurst where 
we search for any species still needed. The endless open stony plains of 
the Strzelecki desert are traversed by mostly dry watercourses. We will 
follow the Strzelecki Track across the desert, looking for species such as 
Budgerigar, Red-backed Kingfisher, Crimson, Orange and Gibber Chat. 
Around lunchtime we arrive in the white sand dunes of the Strzelecki 
Regional Reserve, where we search for Eyrean Grasswren. We have 
lunch at a waterhole fed by an artesian bore, where there are usually 
flocks of Zebra Finches, chats and White-backed Swallows. In some 
years there have been nesting Letter-winged Kites here. Depending on 
seasonal conditions, we either return to Lyndhurst and from there 
continue up the Birdsville track. From the wide open gibber-strewn plains 
near Marree, with chance of Inland Dotterel and Gibberbird, through 
long, white sand dunes (with chance of Eyrean Grasswren) we end up 
near Mungerranie. The artesian bore overflow here has created a nice 
wetland which usually holds Brolga and a raft of waterbirds, including a 
chance of crakes ï in amidst desert-like scenery. Near Mungerranie we 
have a good chance of finding Eyrean Grasswren, Banded Whiteface 
and on some of our tours here weôve even seen Grey Falcon! Overnight 
Mungerranie Roadhouse. Alternatively we continue our journey along 
the Strzelecki track and head east where, once we enter the red sand 

Chestnut-breasted Whiteface, 
Australian Pratincole, Birding, 
Black-breasted Buzzard 



dunes of Merty Merty, we have another chance of Eyrean Grasswren. 
Here we might also come across, depending on seasonal conditions, 
Letter-winged Kite and Banded Whiteface. We will arrive after sunset at 
Cameron Corner, the point where South Australia, Queensland and New 
South Wales meet. On one previous occasion weôve even seen Grey 
Falcon here! Overnight Cameron Corner Store Cabins. 
 
Day 3. If we have taken the eastern route, through Cameron Corner, 
weôll make another early start for another visit to the red sand dunes to 
pick up any species we may have missed yesterday afternoon. We have 
lunch at Cameron Corner and then proceed eastwards into New South 
Wales, where we drive through Sturt National Park, a known site for 
Ground Cuckoo-shrike and Red-browed Pardalote. Approaching 
Tibooburra towards dark, we may encounter Bourkeôs Parrot and Inland 
Dotterel. Overnight Tibooburra Granites Motel. However, if we find 
ourselves in Mungerrannie, weôll set off very early in the morning to 
arrive at a magical swamp around sunrise. Here, the constant chatter of 
ibis and spoonbill rookeries provides a background chorus to our search 
for Grey Grasswren which prefers the dense lignum bushes in the 
foreground. Other species weôve encountered here are Australian 
Pratincole and Flock Bronzewing. Later that day we move on to another 
bore drain where the target species is the very rare and localised Yellow 
Chat. On the way back to Mungerranie we check for Grey Falcon and 
have another chance of Eyrean Grasswren if needed. Overnight 
Mungerranie Roadhouse. 
 
Day 4. If weôre in Tibooburra we find ourselves searching the vast 
swampy plains of the Bulloo River overflow which are home to the Grey 
Grasswren. This species usually requires most effort of all Grasswrens 
but we have the entire day to find it. In the same area we may also come 
across Black Falcon and Gibber Chat. We have the option of driving 
around on the gibber plains surrounding Tibooburra at nightfall looking 
for Bourkeôs Parrot and Inland Dotterel. Overnight Tibooburra Granites 
Motel. If weôre in Mungerranie we bird around the bore drain wetland 
and surrounding sand dunes before we head back to Lyndhurst, picking 
up any species missed during the previous days. Overnight Lyndhurst 
Hotel. 
 
Day 5. As usual, we depart around sunrise to commence the long drive 
south. If weôre in Tibooburra, our final destination will be Wentworth. 
Here, along the way we stop in at the eccentric Paddsackle Plains 
roadhouse and visit a known site for Hallôs Babbler nearby. We take 
lunch in the mining town of Broken Hill and further south we are likely to 
see Major Mitchellôs Cockatoo and Blue Bonnet. We arrive in Wentworth, 
on the Darling River, after sunset but there may be sufficient light left to 
see some of the riverine species including Yellow Rosella. Overnight 
Wentworth Central Motel. If weôre in Lyndhurst, we travel past the 
Flinders Ranges (giving us a chance to pick up Short-tailed Grasswren if 
missed on the first day) and on through the historic mining township of 
Burra. We travel through seemingly endless shrubby plains with stands 
of Black Oak trees (Redthroat, Black-eared Cuckoo) until we finally meet 

Letter-winged Kite, Flock 
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Australiaôs greatest river, the Murray. Along the river at Waikerie, our 
overnight destination, we look for Regent Parrot, Yellow Rosella and any 
intersting waterfowl that may be present (eg. Freckled Duck). Overnight 
Waikerie Hotel-Motel. 
 
Day 6. This morning we depart even earlier, well before sunrise, for a 
drive to the 2,000,000 acres Bookmark Biosphere mallee region. Weôll 
soon find ourselves off the beaten track in search of our last Grasswren 
species: Striated Grasswren. In this area we also target Red-lored 
Whistler, of which we have had excellent close-up views on previous 
trips, and the endemic and endangered Black-eared Miner. We stop in at 
Birds Australiaôs Gluepot Reserve to look for Southern Scrubrobin, Shy 
Heathwren, Chestnut Quail-thrush, Gilbertôs Whistler, Striped, Yellow-
plumed and White-eared Honeyeater, White-browed Treecreeper and 
with luck Malleefowl. Our tour finishes with a drive to Adelaide, picking 
up Brown Songlark and Redthroat on the way.  
 
Included: All meals, Accommodation, Transport using comfortable and 
reliable 4WD vehicle, Guiding, Entry fees.  
 
Excluded: Pre- & post trip accommodation, Breakfast on Day 1, Dinner 
on Day 6, drinks, personal expenses, tips.  
 
Contact: Peter Waanders, Southern Birding Services, PO Box 420, 
Waikerie SA 5330, web www.sabirding.com  email sbs@sabirding.com  
phone +61409 763172 
 
Trip reports: Trip reports of our previous Five Grasswren tours are 
available on request or download from www.sabirding.com  

 
As described above the itinerary will follow one of the routes shown 
below, depending on seasonal conditions. 

Major Mitchellôs Cockatoo, Bourkeôs 
Parrot 
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Striated Grasswren, Short-tailed Grasswren, Gibber Chat 
Strzelecki Track, Merty Merty, Cameron Corner 
Eyrean Grasswren, Thick-billed Grasswren, Grey Grasswren 
Budgerigar, Chestnut-breasted Whiteface, Cinnamon Quail-thrush 


