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Introduction

This report covers a week’s birding trip to western Java (Indonesia) in May 2011. The trip was
organised by local guide Indra Ferdinand and was timed to coincide with the start of the dry
season. The weather during the trip was mostly dry and pleasant (in the mountains) to hot (on the
plains) with occasional showers. Species names in this report follow IOC. A total of 140 species
were recorded, of which 56 were lifers for me. Click here for my Picasa album with 100 photos of
this trip. Southern Birding Services runs scheduled and custom-made bird tours in Australia and
can arrange tours to South-east Asia - visit our website.

Itinerary
16 May - Arrival Jakarta airport, drive to Cibodas, birding Gunung Gede NP.
17 May - Full day birding up Gunung Gede.

18 May - Morning birding up Gunung Gede and Cibodas Botanical Gardens, Golf Course, farm
plots. Afternoon birding Gunung Mas Tea Plantation. Evening birding Cibodas Botanical Gardens.

19 May — Drive to Jakarta, morning at Maura Angke, afternoon drive to Caritas, afternoon birding
Caritas Forest Reserve.

20 May — Full day birding Caritas Forest Reserve.
21 May — Drive to Serang. Morning birding at Pulau Dua. Afternoon drive to Jakarta.

22 May — Morning birding at Maura Angke before returning to Jakarta airport.
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Notes on the visited areas

Gede Pangrango National Park

The slopes of the twin mountains (ex-volcanoes) of Gunung Gede (2,985 m) and Gunung
Pangrango (3,019 m) are covered in tropical rain forest, starting at the Cibodas Botanical
Gardens at about 1200m asl. There are few tracks; the main track to the summit goes past the
Cibeureum Waterfalls (3.5 km distance) and the Air Panas hot springs (6 km distance). About 263
bird species have been recorded in this national park including endemics such as Javan Hawk
eagle, Javan Tesia, Spotted Crocias, Javan Trogon, Javan Cochoa, Yellow-throated Hanging-
parrot. The jungle is dense and patience is required to obtain (good) views of the birds.

The Cibodas Botanical Gardens are also good for birding and so is the neighbouring golf
course and farm plots. Some of the birds seen here include Javan Kingfisher, Javan Hawk-Eagle,
Spotted Kestrel and (in the evening) a Javan Scops-Owl and and a Salvadori’s Nightjar.

Caritas Forest Reserve is a lowland rainforest close to the beach resort town of Caritas, about
3-4 hours drive from Jakarta. The main birding is along a 3.5 km long trail that leads to a
waterfall. The forest is mixed production and unspoilt lowland tropical forest. The forest is a bit
more open than at Gunung Gede. Target species here include Banded Pitta, Black-banded
Barbet, Scaly-crowned Babbler, Grey-cheeked Tit-Babbler, Black-capped Babbler, Sunda
Woodpecker and in the evening Javan (Barred) Owlets and Sunda Scops Owl.

L-R: Gunung Gede - Pangrango, Caritas Forest Reserve © P Waanders 2011



Pulau Dua near the town of Serang is a small protected mangrove forest close to the coast,
remnant of what used to be a much larger mangrove separated from the mainland by tidal
mudflats. The mudflats have been coverted to fish and shrimp ponds separated by levee banks
that can be walked upon. The ponds are good for Glossy Ibis, Javan Pond-heron, Javan Plover,
Sunda Teal, Small Blue Kingfisher, Javan Munia, White-headed Munia etc. Streaked Weaver
breeds in some of the trees in between the ponds. Many of the swiftlets that fly around here come
from the swiftlet towers in Serang and are Mossy-nest Swiftlets. At the mangrove forest itself
Javan White-eye has been reported and it also holds Pied Fantail, Golden-bellied Gerygone etc.

Muara Angke is a small, protected mangrove forest in Jakarta. It is a quiet haven surrounded by
busy streets and roads and suburbs. It is a well-known site for Sunda Coucal; Sunda Pygmy
Woodpecker can also be seen here. There is also a wetland here that used to hold Sunda Teal
but has recently become completely overgrown with Water Hyacinth. There are Oriental Darter
roosting in the trees here and Black-crowned Night-heron, Yellow Bittern, Purple Heron, Grey
Heron, White-browed Crake, Pied Fantail and many other species. The site is accessible by
means of a boardwalk that leads through the mangrove forest and around the edge of the
wetland.

L-R: Pulau Dua, Maura Angke © P Waanders 2011

Logistics

Logistics were handled by Indra Ferdinand and his friend Panca of IF-EcoAdventures. All travel,
accommodation arrangements and meals were taken care of very well and Indra is an excellent
guide who knows the sites, the birds and their behaviour. If you weren’t limited for time it would
be quite possible to undertake this trip or a variation thereof by yourself by using public transport
and/or chauffeur-driven hire vehicles. But | found the knowledge of a local guide to be invaluable
in maximising birding time within a limited period of time, as well as recognizing the calls of many
of the (to me) unfamiliar bird species and knowing their recent where-abouts.



Daily account

Monday 16 May 2011

Early morning arrival at Jakarta airport. Transfer to Cibodas (3 hrs drive). At the Puncak pass a
Black Eagle flew overhead. The rest of the daylight hours were spent birding at Gunung Gede;
we went as far as the waterfall. Around lunchtime it started raining lightly. This turned into a
downpour but fortunately we found a shelter. It kept raining on and off until we got to the waterfall.
Here we waited until it stopped and on the way back it was dry. At the boardwalk Javan Leaf-
monkeys, and further down Ebony Leaf-monkeys were present. The night was spent at Freddy’s
Homestay in Cibodas.

Highlights of the day: 45 species (15 lifers) including Flame-fronted Barbet, Grey-cheeked Bulbul,
Javan Whistling-thrush, Lesser Shortwing, Javan Tesia, Mountain Leaf-warbler, Sunda Warbler,
Indigo Flycatcher, Rufous-tailed Fantail, Pygmy Wren-babbler, Chestnut-fronted Shrike-babbler,
Javan Fulvetta, Pygmy Tit, Ruby-cheeked Sunbird, White-flanked Sunbird, Javan Grey-throated
White-eye...

L-R: Javan Whistling-thrush, Lesser Shortwing, Javan Leaf-monkey © P Waanders 2011

Tuesday 17 May 2011

An early start for what was going to be a full day birding up Gunung Gede. While it was still dark
we birded the first few 100 metres of the forest trail and heard a Javan (Barred) Owlet. A Javan
Frogmouth took some convincing to show itself, while a Salvadori's Nightjar showed up on cue in
the Botanical Gardens. Unfortunately, Sunda Thrush didn’t show. We proceeded up the mountain
trail, birding the mainly dense rainforest along the way, until we got to the hotsprings at 6 km. One
of the main targets, Javan Cochoa, was heard a number of times but only after considerable
effort did we see two flying across from one tree to the next. Nearby, a beautiful Javan Trogon
showed very well. On the way back 4 Spotted Crocias showed well at the boardwalk. We spent
the night again at Freddy’s homestay in Cibodas.

Highlights of the day: 36 species (19 lifers) including Changeable Hawk-Eagle, Javan Frogmouth,
Salvadori's Nightjar, Javan Trogon, Fire-tufted Barbet, Brown-throated Barbet, Sunda Minivet,
Orange-spotted Bulbul, Sunda Bulbul, Javan Whistling-thrush, Sunda (Blue) Robin, Sunda
Forktail, Javan Cochoa, Rufous-fronted Laughingthrush, Horsfield's Babbler, White-bibbed
Babbler, Spotted Crocias...



Wednesday 18 May 2011

We got up early again for another chance of Sunda Thrush and to try again to see Javan (Barred)
Owlet, but didn’t succeed. We then spent time exploring the beautiful Cibodas Botanical Gardens,
where Javan Kingfisher showed well, as did Blood-breasted Flowerpecker. A pair of Yellow-
throated Hanging-parrots flew by, allowing better views than the first day. At the Cibodas Golf
Course a pair of Spotted Kestrel was present near their nest site and after some waiting a Javan
Hawk-eagle came flying past. A swamp near the farm plots yielded Striated Grassbird. Around
lunch- time it started raining but mid-afternoon it cleared up again, allowing time for a visit to the
Gunung Mas tea plantation, where Sunda Bush-warbler skulked around in the bamboo but
eventually showed itself well. After dark the Botanical Gardens were once again visited; while still
no views of Javan (Barred) Owlet, this did result in a brief but good view of a Javan Scops-owl. A
flying squirrel was seen gliding from a very tall tree to another one some 60-80 m away.

Highlights of the day: 26 species (7 lifers) including Black Eagle, Javan Hawk-Eagle, Spotted
Kestrel, Yellow-throated Hanging-parrot, Javan Scops-Owl, Javan Kingfisher, Sunda Bush-
warbler, Striated Grassbird, Blood-breasted Flowerpecker, Tawny-breasted Parrotfinch ...

Thursday 19 May 2011

Another early morning start as we drove to Jakarta (3 hours) to visit the Maura Angke mangrove
reserve. The main target here was Sunda Coucal, which unfortunately didn’t show. There was a
good variety of waterbirds around as well as Pied Fantail and a Blue-eared and Small Blue
Kingfisher on one branch! We then continued past Jakarta to Caritas (another 4 hours). After
checking in at the Sunset View Hotel we commenced birding the forest trail which leads off into
the hills from the main road just a short distance south of the hotel. We got caught in a torrential
downpour with heavy thunder and lightning directly overhead, but fortunately a palm-leaf shelter
along the trail kept us dry. As the rain didn’t let up a vehicle pick up was arranged which proved a
good move: on the way down a Banded Pitta showed itself beautifully in front of the car.

Highlights of the day: 33 species (5 lifers) including: Javan Pond-Heron, Black-crowned Night-
Heron, Yellow Bittern, Pied Triller, Black-naped Fruit-Dove, Blue-eared Kingfisher, Fulvous-
breasted Woodpecker, Banded Pitta, Pied Fantail, Black-capped Babbler, Golden-bellied
Gerygone, Scarlet-headed Flowerpecker, Black-winged Starling, Javan & White-headed Munia...

L-R: Javan Hawk-eagle, Javan Kingfisher, Sunda Bush-warbler © P Waanders 2011

Friday 20 May 2011

Another early start as we drove partway up the forest trail (seeing another Banded Pitta on the
way) and walked the rest of the way to the waterfall. A White-bellied Sea-eagle was regularly
flying to and from the same area of trees and eventually we found its nest. Good views of Sunda



Woodpecker were had and much to Indra’s surprise two Rhinoceros Hornbills flew in, landed
noisily in a tree and flew off again. After some effort a Black-banded Barbet was seen. Black-
capped Babblers were seen a number of times as was the beautiful Scarlet Sunbird. We returned
to the forest in the evening and saw 2 Sunda Scops-owls.

Highlights of the day: 30 species (5 lifers) including Black Eagle, Sunda Scops-Owl, Javan
(Barred) Owlet, Rhinoceros Hornbill, Black-banded Barbet, Sunda Woodpecker, Banded Pitta,
Black-winged Flycatcher-shrike, Grey-cheeked Bulbul, Blue-winged Leafbird, Brown Prinia,
Black-capped Babbler, Grey-cheeked Tit-babbler, Velvet-fronted Nuthatch, Scarlet Sunbird ...

Saturday 21 May 2011

An even earlier start this morning (4:15am) to beat the traffic on the way to Pulau Dua. The drive
still took 3 hours. When we got to the site the temperature was quite agreeable, but this changed
over the next few hours. We walked around the shrimp/fish ponds looking for Javan Plover (at
least 10 seen), Sunda Teal (none) and Small Blue Kingfisher (several) and by the time we got to
the mangroves it had become very hot and humid. After cooling down a bit in the shade of the
mangrove trees we continued walking around the ponds until about 10:30am. As we sat down on
a grassy spot underneath a shady tree, | said “where are these bl***y” teal?!” and sure enough
within seconds two Sunda Teal flew past and landed on the water in front of us. I'll have to try that
trick more often! A farmer lit fires in the vegetation on the levee banks and threw stones at the
various birds in the water after which the Teal took off again. Many of the swiftlets that fly around
here come from the swiftlet towers in Serang and are Mossy-nest Swiftlets. We then drove to
Jakarta, had a late lunch there, and after much driving around found a hotel for the night.

Highlights of the day: 24 species (3 lifers), including: Glossy Ibis, Sunda Teal, Javan Plover,
Island Collared-Dove, Savanna Nightjar, Mossy-nest Swiftlet, Small Blue Kingfisher, Pied Fantail,
Golden-bellied Gerygone, Streaked Weaver, White-headed Munia...

Sunday 22 May 2011

We spent the morning at Maura Angke again in search of Sunda Coucal. We arrived there at 6am
and Indra said ‘at this time of the morning Sunda Coucal prefers the trees’ so we waited around
on the boardwalk in the mangrove trees for a while until | went for a walk and sure enough, once |
entered the open area a Sunda Coucal flew up from the vegetation there and away over some
shrubs. A subsequent search failed to relocate the bird. The next few hours we observed the
wetland from the boardwalk and saw, amongst other things, a photographable Fulvous-breasted
Woodpecker and an immature Ruddy-breasted Cuckoo. We spent some time photographing the
Edible-nest Swiftlets that were flying around here, with limited success. Late morning we left the
site and after some coffee and refreshments went to the airport where the trip finished.

Highlights of the day: 25 species (1 lifer), including: Black-Crowned Night-heron, White-browed
Crake, Rusty-breasted Cuckoo, Sunda Coucal, Fulvous-breasted Woodpecker, Javan Myna...




List of species observed, 16-22 May 2011

| English Name | Scientific Name | Subspecies | Location | number |
Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo Pulau Dua 10s
Oriental Darter Anhinga melanogaster Maura Angke 8
Pulau Dua few
Grey Heron Ardea cinerea Maura Angke few
Pulau Dua few
Purple Heron Ardea purpurea manilensis Maura Angke few
Pulau Dua few
Great Egret Ardea alba modesta Lake near Jakarta airport sev.
Pulau Dua few
Maura Angke few
Little Egret Egretta garzetta nigripes Pulau Dua few
Javan Pond-Heron Ardeola speciosa Lake near Jakarta airport sev.
Maura Angke sev
Jakarta - Caritas, few
Eastern Cattle Egret Bubulcus coromandus Lake near Jakarta airport sev.
Pulau Dua few
Maura Angke few
Striated Heron Butorides striata nica Maura Angke 2
Pulau Dua 2
Black-crowned Night-
Heron Nycticorax nycticorax Maura Angke 2
Yellow Bittern Ixobrychus sinensis Maura Angke 1
Glossy lbis Plegadis falcinellus Pulau Dua flock
Sunda Teal Anas gibberifrons Pulau Dua 2
Eastern Osprey Pandion cristatus Caritas Forest Reserve 1
White-bellied Sea- Haliaeetus
eagle leucogaster Caritas Forest Reserve 1
Crested Serpent-Eagle = Spilornis cheela bido Gunung Gede 1
Cibodas Golf Course 1
Black Eagle Ictinaetus malayensis = malayensis Puncak Pass 1
Gunung Gede 1
Cibodas Golf Course 1
Caritas Forest Reserve 1
Changeable Hawk-
Eagle Nisaetus cirrhatus limnaeetus Gunung Gede 1
Javan Hawk-Eagle Spizaetus bartelsi Cibodas Golf course 1
Spotted Kestrel Falco moluccensis microbalius Cibodas Golf course 2
Chestnut-bellied
Partridge Arborophila nica nica Gunung Gede 1
White-breasted Amaurornis
Waterhen phoenicurus Maura Angke several
White-browed Crake Porzana cinerea Maura Angke 2
Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus Maura Angke 1
Pied Triller Lalage nigra nigra Maura Angke 1



Javan Plover
Island Collared-Dove

Spotted Dove
Ruddy Cuckoo-dove
Emerald Dove
Pink-necked Green-
pigeon

Black-naped Fruit-
Dove

Yellow-throated
Hanging-Parrot

Oriental Cuckoo

Plaintive Cuckoo

Rusty-breasted
cuckoo

Sunda Coucal
Javan Scops-Owl
Sunda Scops-Owl

Javan (Barred) Owlet

Javan Frogmouth
Savanna Nightjar

Salvadori's Nightjar

Waterfall (Giant) Swift
Glossy Swiftlet
Cave Swiftlet

Mossy-nest Swiftlet

Edible-nest Swiftlet
Javan Trogon
Blue-eared Kingfisher
Small Blue Kingfisher

Javan Kingfisher
Collared Kingfisher

Sacred Kingfisher

Charadrius nicus
Streptopelia bitorquata

Streptopelia chinensis
Macropygia emiliana
Chalcophaps indica

Treron vernans

Ptilinopus
melanospilus

Loriculus pusillus

Cuculus optatus

Cacomantis merulinus

Cacomantis
sepulcralis
Centropus nigrorufus
Otus angelinae

Otus lempiji
Glaucidium
castanopterum

Batrachostomus
javensis
Caprimulgus affinis
Caprimulgus
pulchellus

Hydrochous gigas
Collocalia esculenta
Collocalia linchi
Aerodramus
salangana
Aerodramus
fuciphagus
Harpactes reinwardtii
Alcedo meninting
Alcedo coerulescens

Halcyon cyanoventris
Todiramphus chloris

Todirhamphus sanctus
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Rhinoceros Hornbill
Fire-tufted Barbet
Brown-throated Barbet
Black-banded Barbet
Flame-fronted Barbet

Coppersmith Barbet

Sunda Woodpecker
Fulvous-breasted
Woodpecker

Banded Broadbill

Banded Pitta
Pacific Swallow
Striated Swallow

Sunda Minivet

Scarlet Minivet
Black-winged
Flycatcher-shrike

Sooty-headed Bulbul

Orange-spotted Bulbul
Yellow-vented Bulbul
Grey-cheeked Bulbul

Sunda Bulbul

Blue-winged Leafbird
Common lora

Javan Whistling-thrush

Lesser Shortwing
White-browed
Shortwing

Zitting Cisticola
Brown Prinia
Bar-winged Prinia

Yellow-bellied Prinia

Javan Tesia
Sunda Bush-warbler

Buceros rhinoceros
Psilopogon pyrolophus
Megalaima corvina
Megalaima javensis
Megalaima armillaris
Megalaima
haemacephala

Picoides moluccensis

Dendrocopos macei

Eurylaimus nicus

Pitta guajana
Hirundo tahitica nica
Cecropis striolata

Pericrocotus miniatus
Pericrocotus
flammeus

Hemipus
hirundinaceus

Pycnonotus aurigaster

Pycnonotus
bimaculatus

Pycnonotus goiavier
Alophoixus bres

IXos virescens
Chloropsis
cochinchinensis

Aegithina tiphia

Myophonus glaucinus
Brachypteryx
leucophrys

Brachypteryx montana
Cisticola juncidis
Prinia polychroa
Prinia familiaris

Prinia flaviventris

Tesia superciliaris
Cettia vulcania

armillaris

rosea

analis

striolata

siebersi
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barat
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bres
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Clamorous Reed-
warbler

Mountain Tailorbird

Ashy Tailorbid
Olive-backed
Tailorbird

Mountain Leaf-warbler

Sunda Warbler
Striated Grassbird
Snowy-browed
Flycatcher

Little Pied Flycatcher
Indigo Flycatcher
Gray-headed Canary-
flycatcher

Oriental Magpie-Robin

Sunda (Blue) Robin
Sunda Forktalil
Javan Cochoa
Rufous-tailed Fantail
Pied Fantail

Rufous-fronted
Laughingthrush

Horsfield's Babbler

Black-capped Babbler
Chestnut-backed
Scimitar-babbler

Pygmy Wren-babbler
White-bibbed Babbler

Crescent-chested
Babbler
Grey-cheeked Tit-
babbler
Chestnut-fronted
Shrike-babbler

Javan Fulvetta
Spotted Crocias
Pygmy Tit
Golden-bellied
Gerygone

Acrocephalus
stentoreus
Phyllergates
cucullatus

Orthotomus ruficeps

Orthotomus sepium
Phylloscopus
trivirgatus

Seicercus grammiceps
Megalurus palustris

Ficedula hyperythra
Ficedula westermanni
Eumyias indigo

Culicicapa ceylonensis
Copsychus saularis

Cinclidium diana
Enicurus velatus
Cochoa azurea
Rhipidura phoenicura
Rhipidura nica

Garrulax rufifrons
Malacocincla sepiaria

Pellorneum
capistratum
Pomatorhinus
montanus

Pnoepyga pusilla
Stachyris thoracica

Stachyris
melanothorax

Macronous flavicollis
Pteruthius aenobarbus
Alcippe pyrrhoptera

Crocias albonotatus
Psaltria exilis

Gerygone sulphurea
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Great Tit

Velvet-fronted
Nuthatch

Blue Nuthatch

Ruby-cheeked Sunbird
Olive-backed Sunbird

White-flanked Sunbird
Scarlet Sunbird

Little Spiderhunter
Orange-bellied
Flowerpecker
Blood-breasted
Flowerpecker
Scarlet-headed
Flowerpecker

Oriental White-eye

Javan Grey-throated
White-eye
Long-tailed Shrike

Ashy Drongo
White-breasted
Woodswallow

Javan Myna

Black-winged Starling
Eurasian Tree
Sparrow

Streaked Weaver
Tawny-breasted
Parrotfinch

Javan Munia
Scaly-breasted Munia
White-headed Munia

Parus major

Sitta frontalis

Sitta azurea
Chalcoparia
singalensis
Cinnyris jugularis

Aethopyga eximia
Aethopyga mystacalis
Arachnothera
longirostra

Dicaeum
trigonostigma
Dicaeum
sanguinolentum

Dicaeum trochileum
Zosterops
palpebrosus

Lophozosterops nicus
Lanius schach
Dicrurus leucophaeus

Artamus leucorynchus

Acridotheres nicus

Acridotheres
melanopterus

Passer montanus
Ploceus manyar

Erythrura hyperythra
Lonchura
leucogastroides
Lonchura punctulata
Lonchura maja

cinereus

velata
nigriventer

ornatus

prillwitzi
flaviculnis
sanguinolent
um

trochileum

buxtoni

frontalis
bentet

leucophaeus

amydrus

malaccensis
manyar

hyperythra

nisoria
maja
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Click here for my Picasa album with 100 photos of this trip.

Southern Birding Services runs scheduled and custom-made bird tours in Australia and can
arrange tours to South-east Asia - visit our website.
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