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Leader: Peter Waanders

Introduction

Spring 2009 was an excellent season in Southern Australia due to high winter
rainfalls resulting in widespread flowering of native vegetation. As a result
many resident birds had a good breeding season and many nomadic species
turned up in good numbers in areas where they had been sparse over previous
years. This was the fourth year the 6-day small group birding tour* Hi g h |
of Sout h wabwrsby $oathern Birding Services. This season, the
tour was run three times (August, September and October) with the same
itinerary. This trip report covers the October tour.

The October tour commenced on 3 October in Adelaide, South Australia, and
finished there again on 8 October. Places visited included the Adelaide Hills
and woodl ands, Ri ver Murray, Bi
Flinders Ranges, the Strzelecki outback desert and coastal areas north of
Adelaide. The total number of species recorded during the tour was 191, just
three short of the previous record.

Daily account

Day 1. The tour started in the morning of 3 October. The small group (4
people + leader) headed to the Mt Lofty ranges, to the east of Adelaide. It

was cold and drizzly as we headed up Mt Lofty, southern South Australia’ s
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highest peak ((727 m/2,390 ft). This didn’t affects ..

soon enough we observed White-throated Treecreeper in the tall, thick
Eucalypt trees, as well as the colourful Adelaide Rosella. Also present was a
small flock of birds containing Striated and Brown Thornbills, White-browed
Scrubwren and Grey Fantail. At this and the next site we saw a good variety
of Honeyeaters including Yellow-faced, Crescent, New-Holland, White-
naped and Eastern Spinebill. Fan-tailed Cuckoo was calling across the
wooded valleys and we found two Koalas resting in their usual tree.

After we left the hills the weather cleared up and we visited a remnant of
native mallee scrub/ heathland where two rarer species of Honeyeater,
Tawny-crowned and Purple-gaped, provided good views, along with the
plentiful Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater. In the dense undergrowth, the aptly
named Shy Heathwren eventually showed itself as did a pair of Southern
Scrubrobin. Thenitwasoffto Aust r al i a’ s | ar g e wisit
to a clifftop lookout which usually provides excellent raptor watching
opportunities. Even though it was cool and windy the site did not disappoint:
Whistling Kite, Black Kite, Swamp Harrier, Wedge-tailed Eagle, Little
Eagle, Brown Falcon, Kestrel and even Black Falcon all put in an
appearance. A highlight was a pair of Cockatiel flying by.

We followed the Murray river upstream, stopping at some of its wetlands
along the way and picking up species such as Yellow-billed Spoonbill, Musk
Duck, Hardhead, Chestnut Teal and Yellow Rosella. At the end of the day we
visited a sanctuary near Waikerie where two flocks of White-winged
Choughs gave us an insight into their interesting social structure and a little
later a Malleefowl appeared at close range.

Day 2.AvisittoBi rds Austr al i.aVe arrived bt Gleepoo t

around sunrise and an open area n near the entrance was highly productive:
Red-backed Kingfisher, White-eare d Honeyeater,

Chestnut Quail-thrush, Southern Scrubrobins, Crested Bellbird, the first
Rainbow Bee-eaters for the season and a White-winged Triller all provided
good views. Soon thereafter we found one of the main targets of the day:
Black-eared Miner. A small flock of 6-8 Miners contained at least 2 Black-
eared Miners as well as some hybrids x Yellow-throated Miners. We then
moved onto the next target, Red-lored Whistler, which was easily found. We
could now relax a bit and drive around the reserve, which resulted in other
nice species such as Mallee Ringneck, Mulga Parrot, White-browed
Treecreeper, Chestnut-rumped and Inland Thornbills, Varied Sittella,
Chestnut-crowned and White-browed Babblers. We had our picknick lunch
in a bird hide overlooking a bird water trough which provided photographic
opportunities of Brown-headed, Yellow-plumed and Spiny-cheeked
Honeyeater. Later in the afternoon we left the reserve and birded some more
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wetlands near the Murray river, where we found 3 Freckled Ducks, 4 Blue-
billed Ducks as well as a nice flock of Regent Parrots.

Day 3. It was an overcast and cool morning as we spent some more time
checking river Murray wetlands, that had more water in them than in
previous years. From within the floodplain vegetation, Rufous Songlark and
Hor sf i el euclkoo wBre beardz @nging, and both species were
flushed by a Peregrine Falcon, who nests in nearby cliffs. After checking out
some interesting fossil marine deposits Little Friarbirds were observed at a
recent southern expansion of their range. We then headed towards the
Flinders Ranges through vast open, shrubby flats of Pearl Bluebush where we
quickly located a pair of Redthroat. Patches of lush green grass were alive
with Orange and Crimson Chats as well as Stubble Quail. Closer to the
Flinders we observed Pied Honeyeaters in flowering Acacia shrubs. Other
Honeyeaters we picked up this day were White-plumed and White-fronted,
bringing the total Honeyeater species count to 12. After arriving in the
spectacular Flinders Ranges we saw another Inland Thornbill.

Day 4. We set off before breakfast to the nearby Short-tailed Grasswren site.
On the way there we had good views of an Australian Hobby. At the
grasswren site after some squeeks and glimpses we eventually observed one
perched on a rock and returned to have a well-earned breakfast. We then
proceeded through the very scenic Flinders Ranges to pick up Grey-fronted
Honeyeater and Yellow-footed Rock-wallaby, both showing well, allowing
us time to observe some of the geological features of the region, including
fossilised stromatolites and the fossil site of the Ediacaran fauna, which lived
a little before the great explosion of multicellular life at the beginning of the

Cambri an Peri od. | t was cool and

for the plains, the weather started to clear up. Stopping at various sites along
the road we saw Elegant Parrot, Budgerigar, Pied Honeyeater, Crimson Chat,
Chirruping Wedgebill, White-winged Fairy-wren and Zebra Finch. At
Lyndhurst, White-backed Swallows were flying around and Little Crows
allowed good comparison with Little Ravens observed on the first day in
Adelaide. Participants enjoyed a spectacular sunset with a nice cold beer.

Day 5. An early start this morning to explore the Strzelecki desert.
Condi ti ons -itwasrcalncloudy anddvimdy, lbut nevertheless we

turned up some great species. At

endemic Chestnut-breasted Whitefaces. Thick-billed Grasswrens were
running up and down dry creeklines and a pair of Rufous Fieldwren came to
within a few metres of the observers. More Crimson and Orange Chats were
seen as well as Pied Honyeater, Chirruping Wedgebill and Black-faced
Woodswallow. We followed the Strzelecki track for some 200 km, birding
along the way and we saw a pair of Cinnamon Quail-thrush, many White-
winged Fairy-wrens and but the highlight of the day was no doubt a soaring

Raptor watching © J Roche
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Black-breasted Buzzard allowing excellent views. We continued following
the Strzelecki Track across the stony desert, with occasional tree-lined dry
watercourses, and after a few hours we reached our picknick lunch stop at
Montecollina bore. This artesian bore flows non-stop creating a small oasis.
It was unusual to see species such as Black-tailed Native-hen, Red-kneed
Dotterel, Pink-eared Duck and Red-necked Avocet in the middle of the
desert .. MazkedeSwalldvs fteve around here and hundreds of
Little Corellas were sheltering in the shrubs. On the way back to Lyndhurst
we continuously scanned the track ahead for flushing birds, which could be
Gibber (Desert) Chats, we saw many Australasian Pipits. After driving
almost 500 km on unsealed roads, and within sight of Lyndhurst, a tyre blew
at the same time as a pair of Gibber Chat flew up in front of the vehicle,
allowing little more than a glimpse. After changing the tyre we were back in
Lyndhurst just in time for dinner.

Day 6. The last day of this tour. We departed early yet again and started
heading south. It was a beautifully calm and sunny day and we soon found
ourselves in Port Augusta where 6 Banded Stilts were a tick for most
participants. Main focus for the morning was the Arid Lands Botanic
Gardens. Here more Chirruping Wedgebill, Pied and White-fronted
Honeyeater were seen and at least two pairs of Black Honeyeater brought the
final Honeyeater species count to 14. Other species present in and around the
Gardens were Black-eared and Pallid Cuckoo and more Crimson and Orange
Chats. We then followed the coast of the Gulf St Vincent and closer to
Adelaide stopped in at Port Gawler, where a search of the coastal samphire
marshes resulted in two much obliging Slender-billed Thornbills (race
rosinag, and more Elegant Parrots. We arrived back in Adelaide early that

evening, after yet anotherverys ucces s f ul THi ghligh

SoutherrBirding Services specializes in bird guiding and small group
birding tours in South Australia. Visitww.sabirding.comfor more.
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Common Name

Emu

Malleefowl

Stubble Quail

Musk Duck

Freckled Duck

Black Swan
Australian Shelduck
Australian Wood Duck
Pinkeared Duck
Australasian Shoveler
Grey Teal

Chestnut Teal

Northern Mallard
Pacific Black Duck
Hardhead

Bluenbilled Duck
Australasian Grebe
Hoaryheaded Grebe

Rock Dove

Spotted Dove
Common Bronzewing
Crested Pigeon
Peaceful Dove
Australasian Darter
Great Cormorant
Little Black Cormorant
Australian Pelican
Eastern Great Egret
White-faced Heron
Little Egret
Australian White Ibis

Scientific Name

Dromaius novaehollandiae
Leipoa ocellata

Coturnix pectoralis

Biziura lobata

Stictonetta naevosa
Cygnus atratus

Tadorna tadornoides
Chenonetta jubata

Malacorhynchus membranaceus

Anas rhynchotis
Anas gracilis
Anas castanea

Anas platyrhynchos

Anas superciliosa

Aythya australis

Oxyura australis

Tachybaptus novaehollandiae
Poliocephalus poliocephalus

Columba livia

Streptopelia chinensis
Phaps chalcoptera
Ocyphaps lophotes
Geopelia striata

Anhinga novaehollandiae
Phalacrocorax carbo
Phalacrocorax sulcirostris
Pelecanus conspicillatus
Ardea modesta

Egretta novaehollandiae
Egretta garzetta
Threskiornis molucca

32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63

Strawnecked Ibis
Yellowbilled Spoonbill
Blackshouldered Kite
Whistling Kite

Black Kite

Brown Goshawk
Collared Sparrowhawk
Swamp Harrier
Wedgetailed Eagle
Little Eagle
Blackbreasted Buzzard
Nankeen Kestrel
Brown Falcon
Australian Hobby
Black Falcon
Peregrine Falcon
Purple Swamphen
Blacktailed Nativehen
Dusky Moorhen
Eurasian Coot
Australian Pied Oystercatcher
Blackwinged Stilt
Rednecked Avocet
Banded Stilt
Redcapped Plover
Blackfronted Dotterel
Redkneed Dotterel
Masked Lapwing
Common Greenshank
Sharptailed Sandpiper
Caspian Tern
Whiskered Tern

Threskiornis spinicollis
Platalea flavipes

Elanus axillaris

Haliastur sphenurus
Milvus migrans

Accipiter fasciatus
Accipiter cirrocephalus
Circus approximans
Aquila audax

Hieraaetus morphnoides
Hamirostra melanosternon
Falco cenchroides

Falco berigora

Falco longipennis

Falco subniger

Falco peregrinus
Porphyrio porphyrio
Tribonyx ventralis
Gallinula tenebrosa
Fulica atra

Haematopus longirostris
Himantopus himantopus
Recurvirostra novaehollandiae
Cladorhynchus leucocephalus
Charadrius ruficapillus
Elseyornis melanops
Erythrogonys cinctus
Vanellus miles

Tringa nebularia

Calidris acuminata
Hydroprogne caspia
Chlidonias hybrida



64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93
94
95

Crested Tern

Pacific Gull

Silver Gull

Yellowtailed BlackCockatoo
Galah

Little Corella
Sulphurcrested Cockatoo
Cockatiel

Rainbow Lorikeet

Musk Lorikeet

Crimson (Adelaide) Rosella
Crimson (Yellow) Rosella
Australian Ringneck

Blue Bonnet

Redrumped Parrot

Mulga Parrot

Budgerigar

Elegant Parrot

Regent Parrot

Horsfield's Bronz&€uckoo
Blackeared Cuckoo

Pallid Cuckoo

Fantailed Cuckoo
Laughing Kookaburra
Redbacked Kingfisher
Sacred Kingdfisher
Rainbow Beeater
White-throated Treecreeper
White-browed Treecreeper
Brown Treecreeper
Superb Fairgvren

Splendid Fainwren

Thalasseus bergii

Larus pacificus
Chroicocephalus novaehollandias
Calyptorhynchus funereus
Eolophus roseicapillus
Cacatua sanguinea
Cacatua galerita
Nymphicus hollandicus
Trichoglossus haematodus
Glossopsitta concinna
Platycercus (elegans) adelaidea
Platycercus (elegans) flaveolus
Barnardius zonarius
Northiella haematogaster
Psephotus haematonotus
Psephotus varius
Melopsittacus undulatus
Neophema elegans
Polytelis anthopeplus
Chalcites basalis

Chalcites osculans
Cacomantis pallidus
Cacomantis flabelliformis
Dacelo novaeguineae
Todiramphus pyrrhopygius
Todiramphus sanctus
Merops ornatus
Cormobates leucophaea
Climacteris affinis
Climacteris picumnus
Malurus cyaneus

Malurus splendens
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99
100
101
102
103
104
105
106
107
108
109
110
111
112
113
114
115
116
117
118
119
120
121
122
123
124
125
126
127

White-winged Fairywren
Variegated Fairyren
Shorttailed Grasswren
Thickbilled Grasswren
White-browed Scrubwren
Shy Heathwren

Rufous Fieldwren
Redthroat

Weebill

Striated Thornbill
Yellowrumped Thornbill
Chestnutrumped Thornbill
Slendetbilled Thornbill
Inland Thornbill

Brown Thornbill

Southern Whiteface
Chestnutbreasted Whiteface
Spotted Pardalote
Striated Pardalote
Eastern Spinebill

Pied Honeyeater
Yellowfaced Honeyeater
Singing Honeyeater
White-eared Honeyeater
Yellowplumed Honeyeater
Greyfronted Honeyeater
Purplegaped Honeyeater
White-plumed Honeyeater
White-fronted Honeyeater
Little Friarbird

Noisy Miner
Yellowthroated Miner

Malurus leucopterus
Malurus lamberti
Amytornis merrotsyi
Amytornis textilis
Sericornis frontalis
Calamanthus cautus
Calamanthus campestris
Pyrrholaemus brunneus
Smicrornis brevirostris
Acanthiza lineata
Acanthiza chrysorrhoa
Acanthiza uropygialis
Acanthiza iredalei
Acanthiza apicalis
Acanthiza pusilla
Aphelocephala leucopsis
Aphelocephala pectoralis
Pardalotus punctatus
Pardalotus striatus
Acanthorhynchus tenuirostris
Certhionyx variegatus
Lichenostomus chrysops
Lichenostomus virescens
Lichenostomus leucotis
Lichenostomus ornatus
Lichenostomus plumulus
Lichenostomus cratitius
Lichenostomus penicillatus
Purnella albifrons
Philemon citreogularis
Manorina melanocephala
Manorina flavigula
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129
130
131
132
133
134
135
136
137
138
139
140
141
142
143
144
145
146
147
148
149
150
151
152
153
154
155
156
157
158
159

Blackeared Miner
Spinycheeked Honeyeater
Red Wattlebird

Crimson Chat

Orange Chat
White-fronted Chat
Gibberbird

Black Honeyeater
Tawnycrowned Honeyeater
Crescent Honeyeater
New Holland Honeyeater
Brown-headed Honeyeater
White-naped Honeyeater
White-browed Babbler
Chestnutcrowned Babbler
Cinnamon Quaihrush
Chestnut Quaithrush
Chirruping Wedgehbill
Varied Sittella

Blackfaced Cuckoahrike
White-winged Triller
Gilbert's Whistler
Redlored Whistler

Golden Whistler

Rufous Whistler

Grey Shrikehrush

Crested Bellbird

Masked Woodswallow
White-browed Woodswallow
Blackfaced Woodswallow
Dusky Woodswallow

Grey Butcherbird

Manorina melanotis
Acanthagenys rufogularis
Anthochaera carunculata
Epthianura tricolor
Epthianura aurifrons
Epthianura albifrons
Ashbyia lovensis

Sugomel niger

Glyciphila melanops
Phylidonyris pyrrhopterus
Phylidonyris novaehollandiae
Melithreptus brevirostris
Melithreptus lunatus
Pomatostomus superciliosus
Pomatostomus ruficeps
Cinclosoma cinnamomeum
Cinclosoma castanotum
Psophodes cristatus
Daphoenositta chrysoptera
Coracina novaehollandiae
Lalage sueurii
Pachycephala inornata
Pachycephala rufogularis
Pachycephala pectoralis
Pachycephala rufiventris
Colluricincla harmonica
Oreoica gutturalis

Artamus personatus
Artamus superciliosus
Artamus cinereus

Artamus cyanopterus
Cracticus torquatus
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162
163
164
165
166
167
168
169
170
171
172
173
174
175
176
177
178
179
180
181
182
183
184
185

186

187
188

189
190

191

Pied Butcherbird
Australian Magpie
Grey Currawong
Grey Fantalil

Willie Wagtail
Australian Raven
Little Raven

Little Crow
Magpielark
White-winged Chough
Apostlebird

Jacky Winter
Redcapped Robin
Scarlet Robin
Hooded Robin
Southern Scruoobin

Eurasian Skylark
Australian ReedWarbler
Little Grassbird
Rufous Songlark
Brown Songlark
Silvereye
White-backed Swallow
Welcome Swallow
Fairy Martin

Tree Martin

Common Blackbird

Common Starling
Zebra Finch

House SparroW
Australasian Pipit

European Goldfinch

Cracticus nigrogularis
Cracticus tibicen
Strepera versicolor
Rhipidura albiscapa
Rhipidura leucophrys
Corvus coronoides
Corvus mellori

Corvus bennetti

Grallina cyanoleuca
Corcorax melanorhamphos
Struthidea cinerea
Microeca fascinans
Petroica goodenovii
Petroica boodang
Melanodryas cucullata
Drymodes brunneopygia

Alauda arvensis
Acrocephalus australis
Megalurus gramineus
Cincloramphus mathewsi
Cincloramphus cruralis
Zosterops lateralis
Cheramoeca leucosterna
Hirundo neoxena
Petrochelidon ariel
Petrochelidon nigricans

Turdus merula

Sturnus vulgaris
Taeniopygia guttata

Passer domesticus
Anthus novaeseelandiae

Carduelis carduelis






