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Introduction

Following the success ff2 dzii K S NY . A 20865-gagsmallGoupiirdn to@ througtSouth

Australig the same tourwith a slightly modified itinerary was run again in 200fe tour commenced

on 9 December in Adelaide, South Australia, and finished there on 15 DeceRiaees visitethcluded

GKS ' RSt FARS 1 Affta YR ¢22Rf | y Rdaeke, thd Firfidid RangdeNI &
the Strzelecki outback desert and coastal areas north of Adelaghgn through visiting a varietf

habitats the species listas maximizedesulting ina total 0f185 speciesincluding some highly sought

after species.

Day 1.Thetour started in themorning of 10December Due to forecast heat later in the week the

planned itinerarywas reversed in order to avoid being in the desert in the heat.shial group 3
people)headed north birdingthe coastline north of Adelaide, conming shorebird roosting sitewith

birds of coastal dunes and samphire marstfesmall number of Banded Stilts were found amongst
Blackwinged Stilts at the saltfields. Also present here were small numbers of migratory waders such as
Grey Plover, Baailed Godwit, Sharpailed Sandpipers, Ratkecked Stint and Rechpped PloverA
Peregrine Falcon flying by surprisingly did not deter the wadieran area of coastal samphire marsh

we found4 birds ofthe localrosinaerace of Slendebilled Thornbilwhile roadside birdgurther north
included Brown Songlark, Readmped Parrot, LittldcRavensn the south, and LittleCrowsfurther north.

At Port Augusta we visited the Australian Arid Lands Botanic Gardens agtarenynative plants
appeared to be flowerig. Nevertheless we found Singing, Yellgwmed, Whitefronted and Spiny
cheeked Honeyeaters and twRedthroat as well adVhite-browed Babbler and the first of many White
winged Fairywrens We spenthe night inthe outback settlement of Lyndhurst

Day2: The next morning (11 December) we set off early to explore the Strzelecki desert. First stop was
Mt Lyndhurst Station. We searched the Istnyhills for Chestnutbreasted Whitefacevhich wefailed



to locate. We did find howeverther good species sp&lized to this aread Thickbilled Grasswres)

Rufous Fieldwrer4 Cinnamon Quaihrushes 2 Chirruping WedgebilmanyWhite-winged Fairywrens,

and a few Blackaced and Dusky Woodswallo¥/e spent most of the day following the Strzelecki Track
acrosgshe stonydesert, with occasional dry treéned watercourses. Scanning the track ahead for

flushing birds, which could be Gibber (Desert) Chats, we saw many Australasian Pipits, and twice we
found Gibber Chats this way, in both cases they landed nathfead providing good scope viewidter

a few hours we reachelllontecollinabore with its overflow which creates a small oaditereflocks of

Zebra Finches gatherachile Whitebacked Swallows were flying all around W& had lunch by the

water and therset off to search for the target of this area: Eyrean Grasswrenbiftie were found
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returned to Lyndhursthe same way, checking out a now deserted Letttntd SR YA (i SQa ySai
been providing good views earlier in the season), and picking up Emu, Diamond Dove, Sacred Kingfisher,
Rainbow Beeater, Fairy and Tree Martin, and Reapped Robin along way. As the sun started to set,

we came across a group b less than 12 Inland Dotterebslargelynocturnal species that becomes

active around sunset and goes back to roost around sunfiey provided excellent views and photo
opportunities.

Day3: Early the next morning, 2December, we returned to th€hestnutbreasted Whitefacend

searched the area thoroughly agaiWe eventually heard, then flushed one individbat could not

improve on this after a few more hours of searchid@innamon Quaithrushes were also present

again & were6 Thickbilled Grasswrens. Near the ghost town of Farina, which was established to service
wheat farming in the area, now reduced to old stone ruins in the middle of the stony plains providing a
stark reminderof the vagaries of the climate, we found mard ChirrupingVedgebills Diamond

Doves and Zebra Finches as well as one \Wiiasted Butcherbird. We started heading south, our
destination for the night being the scenic Flinders Ranges. Soon the landscape started tototmitye

hills that became more vegetated ave went further south. In the Flinders Ranges proper we searched
the spinifexgrass covered rolling slopes of Stokes Hill where we easily found 4t&itextGrasswrens,

one of which gave fabulous extended scope views, perched on a stone for almosiuteaThat
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interacting, perching and hunting.

Day4: The next morning13 Decembe) started warm (23C) and as the day progressed we were
thankful to have reversithe itinerary to be out of the desert by now. We spent the morning exploring
the Flinders Ranges, driviatpng creekbeds and through narrow gorges cut deeply into geological
layers that date back 800 million years. Here we found a small colony of tamegered YellowWooted
Rock WallabyOther macropods seen includétiro (Wallaroo), Red Kangaroo and Western Grey
KangarooAt adry creekbed with big old Eucalyptus trebe residentLittle Eaglavas present while
someElegant Parrat flew by At a gorgefurther south, 2Greyheaded Honeyeatawere observed as
well as a male Golden Whistler and a Southern Scrubrobin. At a stop further south still two Redthroats
were seen after some effort.ater in the afternoon, near Waikerie, we visited an ackiadleefow!

mound andafter a patient waiteventuallyhad great views of two birds coming in to feed. We spent the
night in Waikerie



Day5: We were up early the morning of 14 December asdmewas toof arriveat. A NR& ! dzA G NI £ A |
Gluepot reserve, home of theritically endangered Blagkared Miner around sunriseAfter a warmish
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arrived at the reserve. The first and often hardest target,-Reed Whistler, vas easily found, with a

pair providing good views, the male singing profus@lg.then focused our efforts onto the Blagared

Miner. After we found @n the outside edge of the reseryva flock ofl2 Yellowthroated Miners, with

which Blackeareds hybridie, we eventually located a flockminers, wthin whichwe identified at least

two birdsthat fitted the criteria forpure Blackeared Miner We saw a nice Australian Hobby on a nest,

as well as a female Brown Goshawk huntibglourfulMallee Ringneckand Mulga Parrotsvere

common and we also hatb trouble finding highly specialized species sucGidzert's Whistler,

Hooded RobinChestnut Quaithrush, Southern Scrubrobin, Shy Heathwramd White-browed

Treecreeper! | 2 NB F A Sticko® &as othelbly &irStrip, together with Chestnutimped and

Inland Thornbills, Splendid and Variegated Fairgns and a Grey Butcherbirdaffies of Chestnut

crowned and Whitdronted Babblers ran around in the undergrowthfew Crested Bellbirsl were seen

andmany more heard, and at the homestead, 12 Apostlebirds came in looking for picnic crumbs. The
weather had turned hot (4TC/ 104°F) and windyand we decided oan early departure from Gluepot

in favaur of birding near the Murray river. This resulted inaamorant quartet with Little Pied, Pied,

Little Black and Great all present, as well as Whistling Kite on aBeadt.at the hotel, a cool beer at the
FAND2YRAGAZ2YSR o6FNJ az22y YIRS dza F2NBSG (KS KSIG=X

Day6: That night, a weather change had come through considerably lowering the temperature and
bringing with it some welcome light rain, which proved beneficial for birding conditions during the last
day of the tour (15 Decemberur first stop was an artificitddke where saline groundwater, prevented
from entering the Murray river by a network of pumps and bores, is disposed of. One of the target
species was Freckled Duck after some searching we found about 10 Freckled Ducks between the
thousands of other wizrfowl present. These included hundreds of Black Swan and Eurasian Coot each,
a flock of a few hundred ducks containing Pé&ated Duck, Australian Shelduck, Pacific Black Duck,
Australasian Shoveler and Grey Teal; also present were a few AustralianDickdnd Hardhead, and

2 Chestnut Teal. Of interest too were 8 Bhiked Duck and at least 10 Musk Duck, and small flocks of
Australian Little and Hoa#lyeaded GrebeAfter this waterbird bonanza we drove to Brookfield
Conservation Park, a remnant ofitee eucalypt scrub interspersed with bluebush plains. On the way

we saw twoRegentParrots €astern racanonarchoidesand at Brookfield proper, Mulga Parrots and a
Blue BonnetAt our morning tea stop, a Rdxhcked Kingfisher provided excellent clagescope views

while in a bush nearby a Whitwowed Woodswallow was sitting on a nest. Here we also saw Masked
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pleasant surprise was a small flock of Vaggtellas. Browrheaded Honeyeaters were common, as

were Brown Treecreeper and Southern Whiteface. We then made our way south, following the Murray
river, and had lunch on its banks at the town of Murray Bridge. Occasional light drizzle did not scare us
and we added Peregrine Falcon, Spotted Harrier, Wood Sandpipekrfeed and Blackonted

Dotterel, Yellowbilled Spoonbiland Whitefronted Chatto the list. After lunch the weather started

clearing up and we visited two reserves protecting remnant hieaid, where we had no trouble

obtaining good views of two rarer Honeyeaters: Pugégped and Tawngrowned.Rainbow Beeaters



started foraging as we headed to the shores of the Murray river estuary. Along here were at least 100

Cape Barren Geese preseahother target species. It was then off to a small but excellent wetland on
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Crakes, 2 Australian Spotted Crakes, Purple Coots, Dusky MoorhengaBtgidkative-hens.A
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Rainbow Lorikeet, Musk Lorikeet, Eastern RosellafatedaideRosellgoften regarded as the

adelaideaesubspecies of Crimson Rosellag¢re among the colourful parrot species found on the way

to Adelaide through the scenic hills.

Arrivalback in Adelaidevaslate thatafternoon FG SNJ € SG ' y2 i KSNJ KAIKf & &adzO0:¢
resulting ina grand total of 185 species, includipgodnumbers of high-quality ticksfor the group
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Southern Birding Services specializes in bird guiding and small group birding tours in South Australia.
Visitwww.sabirding.confor more.




